HOW THE KING WAS GOYEENED.	13
suggested several that he tried to balance against each other,
so as to embarrass the King in his choice. Then the King
asked his opinion, and the minister, after touching upon other
names, fixed upon the one he had selected.
The King nearly always hesitated, and asked Madame de
Maintenon what she thought. She smiled, shammed incapacity,,
said a word upon some other name, then returned, if she had
not fixed herself there at first, to that which the minister had
proposed; so that three-fourths of the favours and opportunities
which passed through the hands of the ministers in her rooms
—and three-fourths even of the remaining fourth—were dis-
posed of by her. Sometimes when she had nobody for whom
she cared, it was the minister, with her consent arid her help,
who decided, without the King having the least suspicion.
He thought he disposed of everything by himself; whilst, in
fact, he disposed only of the smallest part, and always then by
chance, except on the rare occasions when he specially wished
to favour some one.
As for state matters, if Madame de Maintenon wished to
make them succeed, fail, or turn in some particular fashion
(which happened much less often than where favours and ap-
pointments were in the wind,) the same intelligence and the
same intrigue were carried on between herself and the minister.
By these particulars it will be seen that this clever woman did
nearly all she wished, but not when or how she wished.
There was another scheme if the King stood out; it was to
avoid decision by confusing and spinning out the matter in
hand, or by substituting another as though arising opportunely
out of it, and by which it was turned aside, or by proposing
that some explanations should be obtained. The first ideas of
the King were thus weakened, and the charge was afterwards
returned to, with the same address, oftentimes with success.
It is this which made the ministers so necessary to Madame
de Maintenon, and her so necessary to them. She rendered
them, in fact, continual services by means of the King, in
return for the services they rendered her. The mutual concerns,
therefore, between her and them were infinite; the King, all

